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WHAT YOU WILL FIND IN THIS GUIDE

Inspiring insights and ready-to-use resources to power your advocating activities related to soils
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WELCOME TO THE SOILSCAPE ADVOCACY KIT

Because our soils need organizations like yours.

Who is this for?

Why does soil matter to your work?

How can your organization collaborate?

Picture by: Lola Studio ©

What is SOILSCAPE?

1. https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/soils-where-food-begins/en
2.Global Carbon Budget 2020 https://essd.copernicus.org/articles/12/3269/2020/



SOILSCAPE is laying the foundation for a new cultural movement in Europe, one that brings soil, our most essential yet often
overlooked resource, into the centre of education, community life, and cultural expression. At its core is a network of eight Artistic and
Cultural Soil Orchestras (ACSOs) involving more than 440 educators, NGOs, artists, scientists, cultural operators, and community
organizations across Europe.

This initiative invites advocacy organizations to become key actors in strengthening soil literacy and inspiring communities to reconnect
with the living ground beneath them.

Each Soil Orchestra gathers 15-30 multidisciplinary members who co-create initiatives designed to deepen public understanding of soil
health. These teams generate educational activities, cultural programmes, exhibitions, workshops, and creative-scientific projects
selected through SOILSCAPE's open calls.
For NGOs and educators, the Orchestras offer spaces to:
« Integrate scientific knowledge into community programmes
Develop innovative educational materials
Collaborate with artists and scientists
Create hands-on learning experiences for diverse audiences
« Exchange methods and tools across Europe
Their mission is simple: embed soil culture into everyday educational and community life.

The first in-person meetings of the ACSOs took place in France, Germany, Portugal, Poland, Finland, Bulgaria, Italy, and Switzerland
between September-October 2025.

These meetings marked the beginning of a long-term collaborative journey.

With the first Soil Festivals planned for spring 2026 in Portugal and France, the movement is growing rapidly—creating new
opportunities for NGOs, educators, and community groups to join, participate, or lead local soil literacy actions.




OUR FIRST SOIL FESTIVALS: FRANCE &
PORTUGAL, 2026

Coming in 2026, and you're invited to be part of it

A new way of celebrating soils
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Why this matters for advocating organizations?

Image taken from Google Earth. October 2025

“Came for the experience and stayed for the
art and soil science”

Proposed Activities Include:

20-26 of April 2026 22 & 23 of May 2026



Fundacao de Serralves Park, Porto

pedagogical workshops, field trips, guided tours,
thematic visits, independent activities, green market, talks, shows, movies,
etc.

The BioBlitz is the largest awareness-raising event for biodiversity protection
held in Portugal. It is a flagship educational and scientific event in the field of
education and awareness for the environment, biodiversity, and sustainability
which, over a week in spring, seeks to showcase the fauna and flora of
Serralves Park and raise awareness among the educational community and
the general public about the importance of biodiversity. It does so through
exploratory, scientific, artistic and cultural methodologies, promoting a
contemporary narrative for sustainability inspired by the 2030 Agenda’s
Sustainable Development Goal “Life on Land”.

In 2026, the 12th edition of the BioBlitz features a special programme
dedicated to the theme of soil, bringing together science, art and citizen
participation, and addressing topics such as soil biodiversity, erosion,
conservation, sustainable agricultural practices and the vital role of soil in
ecosystem health, among others. This edition reinforces the role of soil as a
central element for the planet’s future, a living, largely invisible resource that
is essential for the preservation of biodiversity.
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Angers

workshops to observe, touch, and handle soil, plays
(theatre), performances, readings and poetry, exhibitions of paintings,
sculptures, photographs, etc.

Join us for the First Soil Festival in France!

Come celebrate the living world beneath our feet at the very first Soil
Festival, open to everyone: families, artists, farmers, scientists, dreamers,
and nature lovers alike!

Through a rich and playful program, we’ll explore the many faces of soil —
its textures, mysteries, and stories — and rediscover our deep connection
to this precious ground of life.

Come share, learn, and create together, because soil is not just dirt, it’s our
common ground!
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(Re)Connect to Soil is an inspiring, photo-based educational experience designed
within the SOILSCAPE Project to help communities, schools, and organizations
rediscover soil as a living, emotional, and cultural reality, not just as a natural resource.
Developed through the Photo Voice methodology, the format blends photography,
storytelling, and group dialogue.

Before the session, participants are invited to take one photo that answers a simple
but powerful question: What role does soail play in your everyday life? Do you see art
in it? The image is accompanied by a short text reflection, not technical descriptions
but personal impressions. During the session, participants exchange and reinterpret
one another’s photos and texts, uncovering diverse perceptions and emotional
connections to soil.

This process encourages critical observation, empathy, and co-creation, fostering
environmental awareness through creativity. It works across disciplines, linking art,
science, and civic engagement; and can be adapted to classrooms, community
centres, or field workshops.

This initiative shows that art-based communication can transform environmental
education, turning abstract sustainability concepts into tangible experiences.

For educators and NGOs, (Re)Connect to Soil offers a ready-to-adapt framework for
workshops, exhibitions, or school projects that invite people to express what soil
means to them.

It's a way to teach care through creativity, reminding us that how we see soil
determines how we protect it. For more information, go to the complete article &
YouTube video .

Closing

Gather insights, highlight soil
protection, and suggest follow-up
activities

Reflection

Small groups identify themes,
discuss artistic expressions, and
personal views

Activity

Match photos and reflections,
discuss emotions and associations

Introduction
Welcome, explain soil literacy and

Photo Voice approach

Preparation

Participants take photos and write
reflections on soil's role in their lives

45-60 min

(Y 10-15min



https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reconnect-soil-visual-journey-your-everyday-connection-kh0ff/?trackingId=TDiEsETTcbI8DVV0oA67IA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BNSprdWZ_4&t=5s
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reconnect-soil-visual-journey-your-everyday-connection-kh0ff/?trackingId=TDiEsETTcbI8DVV0oA67IA%3D%3D

The Fresque du Sol in a nutshell: The « Fresque du sol » (The soil collage), with 50 cards and in 3 hours, helps you to understand what soil is, how it is formed and what
ecological functions are derived from its properties. You can then discover all the ecosystemic services we derive from it, the threats that make these services limited in time
and space and the actions we can take to preserve soil functioning. Using a role-playing game that reflects the diversity of people who interact with soil, it opens up a cross-

disciplinary debate: what levers can we use to gain a better understanding of our soils and preserve them? The Soil collage: a collaborative game that calls on your creativity.
For more information, and to download educational materials in different languages, go to their official web site.
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THE SO|L COLLAGE

LA FRESQUE

I'm liquid, I circulate and occupy part
of the soil pores, 1 can be very closely linked

I refer to all the volumes in the ground not

occupied by salid elements. | am therefore to soil particles; I'm essential to soil organisms

and plants, and even to pedogenesis:
without me, there'd be a desert!

the volume available for the storage or
circulation of vital fluids: water and air.

I'mthe... I'mthe...
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THE SOIL COLLAGE
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https://fresquedusol.com/comment-participer/versions-traduites/

DRAW ON A SOIL PROFILE

Materials needed:

Drawing by Facundo Lucas. Photo montage by Bibiana Morales ©
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https://alessandrosanna.com/blogs/works/miramuri?srsltid=AfmBOooVaYEHrn_cmTtBlye2z5wqnsBfM1N35ASpOvPXnXbUVaiuswDR
https://alessandrosanna.com/blogs/works/miramuri?srsltid=AfmBOooVaYEHrn_cmTtBlye2z5wqnsBfM1N35ASpOvPXnXbUVaiuswDR
http://casedifotografia.com/

SOIL CAKE CONTEST

Combine soil science education with people’s passion
for cakes and pastries!

Picture by Daniel Schwindt



Metaphors are figurative comparisons used to explain a
phenomenon by leaning on another maybe better-known area of
life or knowledge. When properly selected they are effective
communication tools for scientific and other technical statements.

Don’t rely on just one, build a family! The benefit of soil
metaphors is making landscape properties such as soil more
emotionally relatable, ‘understandable’, and memorable. They
can provide journalists and influencers with vivid expressions to
boost their stories.

Metaphors always involve a certain degree of one-sidedness and
rarely capture the full complexity of the subject.

o Life: Soil as organism, ecosystem, or nurturing ‘mother’
providing sustenance.

o Memory: Soil as archive, witness, or recorder of natural and
human history.

o Resource & Stock: Soil as a means of production, and storing
nutrients, water, or carbon.

o Connector: Soil as a bridge linking people, knowledge, and
communities.

In artistic or media channels, metaphors can trigger feelings that deepen understanding and
engagement but can also be used for a one-sided or manipulating framing of a phenomenon or
problem. This means it is important to remember that every metaphor is interpretative. They
resonate differently and their impact depends on both the communicator’s intent and the
audience’s emotional and cognitive response.



GALLERY
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https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-Mahmouds-soil.-By_-Mahmoud-Aminu-1.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Growing.-By_Ana-Rios-1.png
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Growing.-By_Ana-Rios-1.png
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Growing.-By_Ana-Rios-1.png
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-lappel-du-sol-By_-Henri-Robain-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-lappel-du-sol-By_-Henri-Robain-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-lappel-du-sol-By_-Henri-Robain-scaled.jpg
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reconnect-soil-visual-journey-your-everyday-connection-kh0ff/?trackingId=TDiEsETTcbI8DVV0oA67IA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reconnect-soil-visual-journey-your-everyday-connection-kh0ff/?trackingId=TDiEsETTcbI8DVV0oA67IA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BNSprdWZ_4&t=5s

,m&

—

GALLERY

13


https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Sounds-of-soil.-By_-Shai-Erev-Levi_-with-credit-to_Rami-Shlush-_-Haaretz-Newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Sounds-of-soil.-By_-Shai-Erev-Levi_-with-credit-to_Rami-Shlush-_-Haaretz-Newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Sounds-of-soil.-By_-Shai-Erev-Levi_-with-credit-to_Rami-Shlush-_-Haaretz-Newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Sounds-of-soil.-By_-Shai-Erev-Levi_-with-credit-to_Rami-Shlush-_-Haaretz-Newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Sounds-of-soil.-By_-Shai-Erev-Levi_-with-credit-to_Rami-Shlush-_-Haaretz-Newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Sounds-of-soil.-By_-Shai-Erev-Levi_-with-credit-to_Rami-Shlush-_-Haaretz-Newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_Sounds-of-soil.-By_-Shai-Erev-Levi_-with-credit-to_Rami-Shlush-_-Haaretz-Newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-Explaning-a-soil-experiment-in-theater.-By_-Tim-Zulauf-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-Explaning-a-soil-experiment-in-theater.-By_-Tim-Zulauf-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-Explaning-a-soil-experiment-in-theater.-By_-Tim-Zulauf-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-Explaning-a-soil-experiment-in-theater.-By_-Tim-Zulauf-scaled.jpg
https://soilscape.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Title_-Explaning-a-soil-experiment-in-theater.-By_-Tim-Zulauf-scaled.jpg
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reconnect-soil-visual-journey-your-everyday-connection-kh0ff/?trackingId=TDiEsETTcbI8DVV0oA67IA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reconnect-soil-visual-journey-your-everyday-connection-kh0ff/?trackingId=TDiEsETTcbI8DVV0oA67IA%3D%3D

This SOILSCAPE visual analysis shows people’s perceptions of soils are
far from being fixed in stereotypes like often in popular media. Instead,
they reflect a rich mix of external realities and their internal factors like
personal experiences, personal and cultural values.

Our findings revealed diverse, ambiguous or polarized perceptions of
soil motives. These are linked with very different emotions: For
example, worry, fear and sadness, hope and joy. ‘Positive’ as well as
‘negative’ emotions and feelings can used constructively in
communication; more difficult is indifference. The media often seem to
prefer playing on negative emotions, which are quite appropriately
triggered by images of degrading and loss of soil: Denuded, depleted,
unhealthy soils suffer a loss of resilience. They can no longer self-
protect themselves, take up heavy rain, be strong in humus and
biodiversity, and feed plants at the appropriate level of their
ecosystem.

However, the impact of such negative messages is limited if they lack
being combined with positive and constructive perspectives.
Concerning negative perception of soil-related images, we found that
almost only extreme erosion images were recognized as negative by
really all viewers.

When it comes to soil, it is not possible to reach people’s attention
through “cute animals” such as panda bears. However, empathy with
soil life is still possible

We present further recognized perception patterns in the infographic
‘Soil... what do you see?’

The infographic “Soil through different eyes” show how different
societal groups view soils, based on our preliminary studies.



Soil...
what do
you see?

LOST
RESILIENCE

BELONGING

CRADLE OF
BIODIVERSITY

[he way we perceive our soils ... is framed by our outer and inner nature

This Infographic presents different human perceptions of soil and nature, combining different ‘objective’ and ‘subjective’ perceptions in the eyes of
- Funded by o the beholders. On the left we see the "wounded skin of the earth”, sad erosion. Right we see soil that is in good condition, full of life and capable of
the European Union self-regulation. No soil image is ‘neutral’, so awareness is needed for their use in the media. The images on the canvases show a polarity between
degraded and healthy soil in artistic representation, while the smaller surrounding photos point to the diversity of perceptions and imagination.
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SOIL STORIES

Fact sheets

By Facundo Lucas
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SOIL BIODIVERSITY

Did you know? About 60% of
all biodiversity lives in the soil
(Umweltbundesamt 2025)

What is Soil Biodiversity?

Categories of Soil Life by Size, With Examples

molluscs, earthworms, myriapods,
woodlice, spiders, insects

Microfauna (10 — 200 pm nematodes, tardigrades, protists

Macrofauna (=2 mm)

single-celled fungi, protists,
bacteria, archaea

Microorganisms (<10 pm)

Why Soil Biodiversity Matters

The Poor Man’s Jungle

Art - Science collage - Autumn. Facundo Lucas
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SOIL’S WATER

The crucial role of soil water

Available water — the total water that is accessible for roots, their helping fungi
and other soil organisms, it may evaporate in drought. Particularly in clay soils,

some of the soil water is so tightly bound that plants cannot access it. At a
pore size of a diameter greater than 0,01 mm (10 pum), water can sink down to
the groundwater. Water in pores smaller than 0.2 um is unavailable to plants.

Soil composition Story Sparks

Water availability in the soil

Photo-montage - Bibiana Morales ©
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https://cds.climate.copernicus.eu/

EARTHWORMS

Did you know?
Earthworms live on every continent

except Antarctica
(European Atlas of Soil Biodiversity, 2010).

Ideal and less ideal conditions for them

Earthworms belong to three ecological groups:

Surface dwellers - Epigeic earthworms
These small species (1-5 cm) live and feed in the litter at the soil What do they do in soils?
surface. They burrow through decomposing plant debris without
forming permanent tunnels. Their red or dark pigmentation protects
them from sunlight.

Deep Burrowers - Anecic earthworms
Anecics feed on surface litter but build deep vertical burrows that they
use throughout their lives. They are large, pigmented at the head, and
include well-known species such as Lumbricus terrestris.

Mineral Soil Dwellers - Endogeic earthworms
These worms live within the soil depths and feed on organic matter
mixed with mineral particles. They are pale, as they rarely reach the Story Sparks

surface, and create extensive horizontal galleries.

Where do they live?




SOIL SEALING — A FRENCH CASE STUDY Didyou know?

Nearly 4% of France’s land area is
fully impervious

What is soil sealing?

Three Urban Soil Profiles

How Fast Is It Happening? Zero Net Land Take (ZNLT)

Story Sparks

From Living Soil to Sealed Land

"l ....I:\.n (- r.. .h:
Parking Lot. Photo by Ross Boggess ©
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/imperviousness-and-imperviousness-change-in-europe

WHAT SOIL DOES FOR US SR

ours in so many ways — but most of
their work happens out of sight and
out of mind

Understanding the hidden ecosystem services soils provide to nature, people, and their economy

Supporting Services:
Behind every ecosystem service is a set of soil processes working quietly in
the background. Soil formation, nutrient cycling and other supporting

services are the foundation that allows all other benefits - from food to
climate regulation - to exist.

Story Sparks

Soil Wild Carrot. Michaela-Braun ©
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HOW SOIL BEGINS (PEDOGENESIS)

Did you know?

It can take 500 to several thousand
years to form just 10 cm of fertile soil.
This is why soil is considered a non-
renewable resource on a human
timescale

Story Sparks
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Did you know?
WHY OUR SOILS ARE LOSING POWER
systems remove more organic matter than
they return to the soil. As a result, soils are
losing power: less carbon is stored, fertility
decreases and erosion risks increase.

What Is Soil Organic Matter? A Matter of Balance

Story Sparks

How Is Organic Matter Lost?




(Adapted from Leprun et al., 1976; Bornand, 1978; Spaargaren, 1979)

TIME

Did you know?

Soil takes thousands, sometimes
millions, of years to form. That is
why soil is considered a non-
renewable resource on a human
timescale.

Senegal

France

Italy

Dry tropical

Temperate

Mediterranean

Calcareous
shells

Fluvioglacia
/ sediments

Limestone

Rendisol

Fersialsol

Fersialsol

Story Sparks

1.25
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Wil
Collage - Time. Facundo Lucas
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https://fresquedusol.com/comment-participer/versions-traduites/
https://fresquedusol.com/comment-participer/versions-traduites/

A YEAR IN SOIL

Did you know?

In autumn, one hectare of woodland
can return up to 5 tonnes of organic
matter — feeding the soil and building
next year’s fertility.

Every season, the world begins again, right under Summer: Engineering Life
our feet

Winter: Rest and Resilience
Autumn: Minerals and Energy Flow Back

Spring: The Great Reawakening

Story Sparks

Photo-montage - Bibiana Morales ©
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WHY FESTIVALS, ARTS & SOIL D youioon?

SOILSCAPE is co-creating and leading
festivals in eight European countries —
beginning in Portugal and France in

2026
Because facts alone don’t change hearts —and soil needs Why it matters - N
both A= .
Story Sparks
Why connect differently?

What happens at a Soil Festival?

Picture by: Lola Studio ©
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5 THINGS SOIL DOES FOR YOU TODAY

Did you know?
Over 60% of drinking water originates
from groundwater filtered through soil
layers[2]

It's not just dirt — it’s the living system that keeps us alive

Story Sparks

Imperial College, London, 2022 ©
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SOILSCAPE brings together artists, Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs), soil scientists, educators, and civil society organizations to cultivate soil literacy across Europe. By
blending creative practices with scientific knowledge, the project invites citizens and professionals to rediscover soils as cultural, ecological, and social foundations.

-

Through collaborations between artists and soil experts, SOILSCAPE uses
creative methods to explore human-soil relations and make soil

knowledge more engaging and accessible.

The project builds a network of 120+ partners in 8 countries and involves
at least 320 individuals, strengthening cooperation between CCls, CSOs,
schools, institutions, and local actors.

SOILSCAPE provides financial and technical support to organizations,
artists, schools, and institutions, including 28 third-party arts-and-soils
initiatives and 80 soil literacy certifications.

&

A multilingual, multi-actor strategy includes a soil literacy portal,
innovative communication tools, and two editions of national soil festivals
across Europe, with outreach extending globally through UNESCO and the
Coalition for 4 Soil Health.

The project unfolds through:
« Contemplation (mapping perceptions and narratives),
« Preparation (designing people-centric strategies),
« Action (implementing creative activities), and
« Sustainability (extending and replicating results in 30 regions by
2028).

Coordinator: L’Association
Francaise pour 'Etude
du Sol (AFES)

Contact: info.soilscape@afes.fr


https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/
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PROJECT’S PRESENCE - SOILSCAPE
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

1 -
" reading Open and Inclusive.
.  Literacy.and Soil Culture through
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https://www.facebook.com/SOILSCAPE/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/soilscape-project/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.instagram.com/soilscape.project/
https://x.com/SOILSCAPE_EU/status/1879088029299781840?mx=2
https://bsky.app/profile/soilscape.bsky.social
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJZs8wgt8qHQ6J3EAAmbl7g
https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/
https://www.afes.fr/

